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Joint position statement 

 

“COP26 is bringing together world leaders to tackle the dangerous and unprecedented climate 

emergency. We urge governments to seize COP Nature Day on 6th November to properly address the 

impact of food and animal agriculture. People are relying on their leadership – we need a 

commitment to immediate global action towards creating sustainable, healthy food systems for the 

benefit of animals, people and the planet. 

“Our planet is in crisis. The issue of food and agriculture impact needs to form a central part of the 

discussion and world leaders need to be ready to bring about serious change. 

“If the way we eat does not change substantially, as a matter of urgency, we will fail to meet climate 

targets and the science says the repercussions will be catastrophic. Global meat and dairy 

consumption must be greatly reduced if we are to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). A move to higher-welfare, nature-friendly agriculture is also essential if 

we are to reduce biodiversity loss. The world is watching.” 
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Dr Eleanor BOYLE, Canadian educator and writer on the global need to transform to sustainable and 

compassionate diets 

 

Dr Dan BROOK PhD, Lecturer in Sociology, San Jose State University, and Advisory Board member of 

Jewish Veg 

 

Marita CANDELA, Professor of Law at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, and founder of the 

European Group of Animal Law Studies 

 

Joy CARTER CBE DL, Professor emeritus of Geochemistry and Health, and former Vice-Chancellor, 

University of Winchester 

 

Dr Kathleen DUFFY, SSJ, President, American Teilhard Association 
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Dave GOULSON, Professor of Biology, University of Sussex, and Founder, Bumblebee Conservation 

Trust 

 

Dr David GRUMMETT, Senior Lecturer in Theology and Ethics, University of Edinburgh, and author 

and advisor on the ethics of farm animal welfare   
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Stanley JOHNSON, Author, environmentalist and former MEP 

 



Fazlun KHALID, Founder, Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences 

 

Andrew KNIGHT, Professor of Animal Welfare and Ethics, University of Winchester 

 

Toby KNOWLES, Professor of Farming and Food Science, School of Veterinary Science, University of 

Bristol 

 

Martin LANKESTER, Avalon, Netherlands 

 

Lady Katya LESTER, Barrister and judge in the UK Immigration and Asylum Tribunal 
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Rod LIDDLE, Journalist 

 

The Revd Professor Andrew LINZEY, Director, Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics 

 

Joanna LUMLEY OBE, Actress 

 

Sir David MADDEN KCMG, Vice Chair of Compassion in World Farming, Senior Member and 

Distinguished Friend of St Antony’s College, Oxford 

 

Jeffrey MASSON, Author and expert on animal sentience 

 

Dr Anni MCLEOD, Veterinarian and consultant on farmed animal policy and economics 

 

Deborah MEADEN, Business woman 

 

Professor Ben MEPHAM, Bioethics at Nottingham and Lincoln Universities  

 

Dr Emma MILNE BVSc FRCVS, Veterinarian and author 

 



Kika MIRYLEES, Actress 

 

Chris MULLIN, Author, journalist and former Select Committee Chair 

 

Dr David NALLY, Senior Lecturer, Geography, and Fellow of Jesus College, University of Cambridge 

 

Nithi NESADURAI, President, Environmental Protection Society, Malaysia 

 

Linda NEWBERY, Author 

 

Martin PALMER, CEO, FaithInvest, and Patron of the Faith Plans Programme  

 

Dr Silvia PANIZZA, Teaching and Research Fellow in ethics, University College Dublin 

 

Arthur PARKINSON, Writer, Pottery Gardener and Environmental Campaigner 

 

Raj PATEL, Research Professor, University of Texas at Austin 

 

Mikey PEARCE, co-founder, Clean Kitchen 

 

Jonathan PORRITT CBE, writer and broadcaster 

 

Dr Kate RAWLES, Outdoor philosopher, writer, environmentalist 

 

Professor Martin REES, Cosmologist and astrophysicist, and former UK Astronomer Royal  

 

Rabbi David ROSEN KSG, CBE, International President, Religions for Peace 

 

Carol ROYLE, Actress  

 



Dr Richard RYDER, Author and campaigner on animal rights, created the terms ‘speciesism’ and 

‘painism’ 

 

Professor Carl SAFINA, Founding President of the Safina Center 

 

Rafał Serafin, CEO of the Partners for the Environment Foundation, Poland  

 

Peter SINGER, Ira W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics, Princeton University 

 

Dr Lynne SNEDDON, Expert in fish welfare, University of Gothenburg, Sweden  

 

Julia STEPHENSON, Journalist and author 

 

Fred STEWARD, Professor emeritus, School of Architecture and Cities, University of Westminster 

 

Carola STRASSNER, Professor of Sustainable Food Systems / Nutrition Ecology at the University of 

Applied Science, Münster  

 

Geoff TANSEY, Curator, Food Systems Academy 

 

Richard TEMPLER, Director of Innovation, Grantham Institute, Imperial College London 

 

Alan TITCHMARSH, MBE VMH DL, Presenter and author, Chancellor of Winchester University 

 

Dr Tereza VANDROVCOVÁ, Lecturer in Sociology at the University of New York in Prague and co-

founder of European Association for Critical Animal Studies 

 

Dr Kamil VLČEK, Neuroscientist at the Institute of Physiology, Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague 

 

John WEBSTER, Professor emeritus of Animal Husbandry, University of Bristol 

 

Amy WILSON, Attorney, and the first South African to graduate with a Masters degree in Animal Law 



 

Animal Defenders International  

Animal Interfaith Alliance 

Aquatic Life Institute 

Animal Protection Agency 

Born Free Foundation 

Brighter Green 

Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 

Catholic Concern for Animals 

Christian Vegetarian Association 

Compassion in World Farming International 

Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation 

Crustacean Compassion 

Eating Better 

Eurogroup for Animals 

Food Ethics Council 

Food Research Collaboration 

FOUR PAWS UK 

Friends of the Earth Czech Republic 

Friends of the Earth England Wales and Northern Ireland 

Green Alliance 

Greenpeace UK 

Humane Society International 

Labour Animal Welfare Society 

League Against Cruel Sports 

Lega Anti Vivisezione 

Mahavir Trust 

Nature Friendly Farming Network 

Naturewatch Foundation 

NESEHNUTÍ (Independent Social Ecological Movement) 

Nourish Scotland 



OBRAZ - Obránci zvířat, z. s. (Animal Defenders) 

OneKind 

Otevři oči z.s. (Open Your Eyes) 

ProVeg International 

RSPB 

RSPCA 

Save The Asian Elephants 

Soil Association 

SPANA 

Sustain 

Svoboda zvířat (Animal Freedom Czechia) 

The Animal Advocacy Project 

The Donkey Sanctuary 

The Food Foundation 

The Humane League UK 

The Shellfish Network 

Viva! 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

World Animal Protection 


